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the 1'ronch soldiers luicl .shown themselves to be (fodd us- but he opposed the present vote on the ground of >my, ?UKl because it was urgently necessary to .strengthen uiblic credit, which could be done only by reductions uf iiclitiiru. i-ie rcpcatcd these arguments in the second dubali:, :>f9lh February.
t both occasions Pitt defended the proposed vote for the , on the ground that "n small saving now might prove llu: L economy, by involving UH in disputes which might be tlocl witU greater additional burthens to the kingdom.'1 In utter debate he skilfully used Ilia admission of Fox, that one who three years before had foretold the present ccm-[>ns in France would have been deemed a lunatic, in order to •cc the need of preparedness, it being no excuse for respons-Miniskcrs to exclaim in the midst of disasters—"Who would thought of it?" Then, ns was his wont, he opened up r vistas hi this noble but, alas, less prophetic strain:
« present convulsions of Kruno.-, nnml, stumer or Inter, lenirinnU; in ral harmony and regular order; and though the furuimiui urr;inni!-H cif Kiu:h a suuaiion may make her imm: fnrmiduble, it may I\!HO •-r her lens olmoxioxiH ns u neighbour. . . . Whenever llu: Munition •nnc'o ahn!l become restored, it will prove freedom rightly under-l; freedom rusultiiiK fruin ^otnl oider Jiiul KIKK! miveiiinu-nl; anil c.ircuinstanced l''mncc will stand fuiwnrd HH one of lint iiioni mil Powers in Kuropcj nlic will enjoy just llml kind of liberty i I venerate, nnd ihu valuable uxistence of which it IH my duly, UK ;ngliahmn.n> peculiarly to cherish; nor can I, \imlcr thiK prcdicn-, regard with envious uyes, an approximntion in neighbouring H to those sentiments which are the clmmclurifllic fiwuirtja of every sh subject. Easier, I will admit with the right lum. gcnllcmniii is il uAtroy than rebuild; and therefore I trust ihiit lliiw imivcrMlly owlcdged position will convince gentlemen llml they oiiKhl, on lliu !iH question, not lo rclfix Ihcir uxerlionn for the alrimKlh of the iry, hut endeavour to regain our for HUT pinnacle of glory, and to ove, for our Hccurity, Imppincsa and iiggrandiHcnieni, tluwit pri-ciutiB icntn of jjcacc nnd leisure which are before tin.1
his statesmanlike utterance wan not prompted by cnnsidcra-
s of the mutability of human affars.  The: bent of I'ill's mind
too    practical   to  be  influenced  by  copy-book   maxima.
1 " J'liil fliti.," \Kviii, 351.ini1inj{ accn-jjon; " If ynu do not ilo your duly, I will malic you do it" (" Napoleon mid Sir Hudson Lowe," by K. C. Scalnn, 32).
